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T is unneceſſary to inform perſons at all 
L acquainted with hiſtory, that the com- 
mencement of the preſent century was diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the exceſſive violence with 
which the Higb Church Party raged; to ri- 
dicule and repreſs that violence, this Sermon 
was written by TROMAS GoR DON, Eſq; (an 
able and eloquent advocate for civil and re- 
ligious liberty) in the ſtyle of the celebrated 
Daniel Burgeſs ; the publication was ſeaſon- 
able, and its ſucceſs was great. " 


It is preſumed, that the re-publication will 
not be unſeaſonable at this time, when the 
ec ſenſeleſs yell” of the Church's danger has 
been revived, and when that „yell“ has 


had the effect, to raiſe a mob- ſurpaſſing all 


its predeceſſors, both in the fierceneſs of its 
_ zeal for High Church, and. its Prom pLrues 


in executing her wiſhes. 
A2 


| * 2244444444 EE 


— 


* 


F - Sx $0 edt. 


n 


- 


THE 
C K * E N. 


A 


— 


SERMON, or PARAPHRASE, upon ſeveral Verſes in 


the 19th Chapter of the Ads of the Apoſtles. 


SHALL not this day, my beloved, as the uſual 
manner is, accoſt you with the ſcraps of a verſe, 
or only with a whole verſe, out of any part of the 
goſpel; which method is often made uſe of in ſuch 
places as this, purely to avoid telling what goes before, 
or comes after; but ſhall chuſe for my text the greateſt 
part of the xixth chapter of the Ads: And in diſcourſ- 
ing upon this portion of ſcripture, ſo fruitful in good 
inſtructions and examples, I ſhall confine mylelf to 
the following method: 
Fist, I ſhall make ſome * obſervations 
upon the behaviour of the apoſtle Paul in his miniſtry. 
SzconDLY, I ſhall diſcourſe more particularly 
upon ſeveraly verſes in this chapter: And, 
TIR DI, and laſtly, I ſhall draw, from the 
whole, ſome uſeful and ſea onable infetences, and then 
conclude. 2 8 9 | 
"> I. Iona 
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I. T sfiait make ſome general obſervations upon 


N 9 the apoſtle Paul. And firſt of all, my brethren, it is 
” ' note-worthy, that Paul made the greateſt change that 


ever man did, even from a perſecutor to an apoſtle ; ; 
two characters as oppoſite as is that of Luciſer to an 
angel of light, As ſoon as light from the Lord fell 


is upon him, he no longer breathes /hreatnings and laughs 
der againſt the diſciples of the Lord, as he had in fore- 

| f | time, nor puts in execution the orders he had about 
5 bim from the high prieſt, or archbiſhop of the Jeaus, 


to bring the firſt Chriſtians and Diſſenters of thoſe 
days bound to Jeruſalem. On the contrary, though 
. he was juſt before an hard- hearted perſecutor for the 
= | church by law eſtabliſhed, on a ſudden, he becomes a 
| lorer of the ſaints; and now, e he . 
| Acts ix. 11. . 
4 17, Ur us learn a leſſon from hence, dearly be- 
„ loved, as we go along; namely, that as ſoon« as the 
1 fear of the Lord entereth into a man's heart, the ſword 
; of perſecution droppeth out of his hand. Peace, which 
[| is the badge of the goſpel, and cruelty, which is the 
i coat of arms of Satan, cannot dwell together. Behold, 
1 he prayeth | 1 
. zely, IT is obſervable, that when a zealot leaves his 
party and turns Chriſtian, how.very apt the high party 
are, ungratefully to forget all his former wicked merit, 
which made him dear to them; and to perſecute him 
tor apoſtatizing into mercy and grace, While Paul © 
continued the fiery flail of the godly, the prieſts held 
him in high favour, and truſted him with their ecc/e- 
' faflical ecmmiſſiom : And for chat? Ny, to bring bound 
40 * all thoſe 1 his Wop « Of what way? 
OY» 


The CRAFTSMEN, 1 


Why, all that forſook 1 the elle Hnogegnes and 2 
lowed Chriſt. TT | 
34ly, OBszrve, my Dean Shag 0 ſk * 
 n6n-conformity had the powers of the world againſt 
them ſeventeen hundred years ago. Paul, the blaſ- 
phemer, had, a poſt; but Paul the convert, Paul the 
ſaint, 1s allowed no toleration ; yea, they watched the 
gates day and night to kill him; for, behold, he prayeth / 
4thly, IT is obſervable from the whole hiſtory of 
Paul, that the grace of God makes a man both meek 
under ſufferings, and bold for Chriſt.  Hefe our con- 
vert neither returns the injury, nor ſlacks his pace in 
| planting the goſpel ; both hard taſks! He riſqued his 
life, and laboured- in the vineyard, without pay; a 
rare thing in this our day! when the firſt motive for 
overſeeing of ſouls, is ſo. much a year. The apoſtle 
drove no bargain about preaching, nor made a ne 
of ſalvation. | | 
On!] my beloved how many dignified drones 15 
we in our time, who ſet up for a likeneſs to the apoſ- 
tles, without any likeneſs; who take great ſums for 
mock apoſtle-ſhip, when nothing thrives by their mi- 
niſtry, but their bellies ! This, my friends, i is lament- 
able, but it is lamentably true. N 
II. I HAST E now to my ſecond general head, and 
will diſcourſe H upon ſeveral verſes in this. 
chapter. | | 
'I mrorn with verſe the Sth, And he went into the 
Synagogue, and ſpake boldly for the ſpace of three months, 
diſputing and perſuading the thi "gs FE the Ee 
— TE ; N 
* 5 | | _ 
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1/2, Aud he went into the ſynagogue. Obſerve we 
1 „  HETEþ if, my beloved brethren, that as great bigots as 
1 the Jews were, and as great a Diſſenter as Paul was, 
| yet they ſuffered him to preach in their ſynagogues or 
1 churches. He had a clear flage, though perhaps not 
equal favour. Now think ye, my friends, if the ſame 
apoſtle ſhould come among us here in London, at this 
i - time, that he would be permitted to preach in his own 
HB church, unleſs he firſt qualified himſelf according to 
the forms and ceremonies of the church of England by 
9 law eſtabliſned? Or would he, trow ye, get any prefer- 
i ment, that the black dons could hinder him from, in 
I caſe he perſiſted to preach what his Maſter preached 
i4 | before him ; namely, that Nene 5 * Was not of | 
l this world ? 
Wo zdly, My beloved, we may ſee s the 8 poipt 
| of Paul's preaching ; ; he diſputed and perſuaded the things 
© © concerning the kingdom of God, Not a word of his own 
. fpiritual-dominion ; not a word of epiſcopal ſovereigns, 
who were to deſcend, as it were, from his loins, and 
who, without his inſpiration or miracle, were to ſuc- 
ceed him in what he never had ; worldly wealth, world- 
ly grandeur, and worldly power ; things which always 
mar the kingdom of God, inſtead of promoting it; 
there being no fellowſhip between Chriſt and Belial. 
LET us now proceed to the gth verſe, and ſee what 
that ſays; But when divers were hardened, (obſerve he 
ſays, when divers were hardened) and believed not, but 
- ſpake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed 
from them, and ſeparated the diſciples; 45 i/puting daily in 
the ſchool of one — | 


3 


Tur 
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Tus prieſts, no doubt, who traded in ceremonies, 
and knew nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, or of inward holi- - 
neſs, were nettled at a new religion, which taught men 
2 plain path to heaven, without the incumbrances of 
ſacrifices, or prieſts, or fopperies; a religion, that had 
a profeſſed enmity” to. all nn Sala, and all boly> 
trifling. 
 MasveL not at it, my de e a ede 1 
a hierarchy, and godlineſs without gain, will never 
pleaſe any ſet of high prieſts: Nothing will go down 
with them but pride and grimace, and the ready penny. 
Poor Paul had nothing about him of all this, nor did 
he teach a religion that had. All that he brought, 
was a Chriſt crucified, and ſalvation in and through: 
him. They therefore /pake evil of that away before the 
multitude ; that is, the prieſts told the people, that Paut 


was an heretic; and his doctrine was ſchiſm ; but for bo 


themſelves, they had antiquity and the fathers on their 
fide, with an orthodox church full * decent pe and 
ceremonies. ; 


Trent needed no more to proba the olle from 
doing any good among them: So he departed from them. 
This was all the puniſhment he inflicted on them, and 
this was enough. He who had the Holy Ghoſt, could 
have infficted death or mifery on them; but it was op- 
Polite to the genius of his religion, which allows ſpiri- 
tual paſtors to feed their flocks, but not force them, 
nor to puniſh them, if they refuſe to feed. If a man 
has not a mind to be ſaved, he has the worſt of it him- 
felf ; and what is it to the ponies. as maſter Seiden well 
remarketh, | 


Tus, my brethren, was the primitive excommani- 
cation. If you could work no ö upon a man; or 


af 


. 
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if that man worked miſchief to you, or gare you 
ſcandal; why you would not keep company with him. 


But to give him to the devil, becauſe he was already 
going to the devil of himſelf, is to be a miniſter of 
Chriſt the backward way. Beſides, there was no need 
of it. The apoſtle, in my text, neither curſes theſe 

unbelieving high - church-men, «<v4o hardened them/elves 

apainſt him, nor cenſures them, nor fines them; all £ 
which he who had the power of miracles, could have- 
done, had he liked it. He barely departed from them. 


And if he did not damn them for the ſake of their 


fouls, ſo neither did he ſurrender them to Bee/226u6 
for the ſake of their money. He demanded not a grey 
groat of them; ſo far was he from telling them, Gen- 
tlemen, I am your ſpiritual prince, pray pay me my reve- 
au,, , Paul was a witneſs of the reſurrection, a difin- 
tereſted witneſs, and claimed no dues ; though others 


ſince do in his name, without being real witneſſes of 
the reſurrection, or an. witneſſes of any thing 


elſe about it. 3 
Diſputing daily in the [choal of one Tyrannus. Mark 
ben my beloved, that both ſchools and ſynagogues, or 
churches, were open to him, though. he was but a new 
comer, and a nonconformiſt. Mark, moreover, that 
he barely diſputed, or reaſoned. He was a ſtrahger to 


the doctrine of compulfon.. He was an apoſtle, by virtue 


of whoſe words and power, all clerical acts are pretend- 
ed to be done ever ſince: And yet he himſelf did none, 


ſatisfying himſelf with ſaving ſouls by exhertation, and 


the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, which are not clerical acts. 
He was the chief paſtor upon earth, and held his com- 


miſſion immediately from God ;. but he impoſed no- 
thing 
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ching but his advice, reaſon, and good words, upon 
thoſe that heard him. He could have forced them 
(had the ſpirit ſo directed) to have ſwallowed impli- 
citly all that he ſaid; and either deſtroyed or diſ- 
treſſed all Who refuſed. But the Lord Chriſt, my bre- 
thren, in his dealings with human kind, never uſes 
means that are inhuman. _ Wo: 

HERE you may diſtinguiſh the foirit of Chrif ho | 
| the ſpirit of high-church. For trow ye, my friends, 
that Chriſt or his apoſtles ever delegated to weak and 
_ paſſionate men powers and privileges, which, infallible 

and inſpired as they were, they never aſſumed to them- 
ſelves ? Let us wonder, my brethren, at the 9 
of ſome men in black. = 

Aud this continued for the ſpare FP two years. Obſerve, 
it is not ſaid, that he kept a curate all the while. 

Ler us go on to ſome following verſes: And God 
- wrought ſpecial miracles by the hands of Paul; fo that 
From his body were brought -unto the fick handkerchiefs or 
aprons, and the diſeaſes departed from them, and. #he evil 
Spirits went out from them, v. 11, 12. 

OBseRve, here are certain ſigns of a power. from 
God; and they who pretend a power from him, with- 
out manifeſting the ſame by certain ſigns, are certainly 
cheats and impoſtors. For a power given by the all- 
| wiſe God, muſt be given for ſome certain end, which 
will infallibly be brought about. It is not conſiſtent 
with his wiſdom and goodneſs to give it, and yet leave 
_ uncertain that he has given it, when a plain manifeſta- 
tion of it is of the utmoſt importance to the world, and 
to the purpoſes for which it is given. If a man bring 
not infallible proofs of his * how ſhall I know 
that 
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that he has it ? Namen 00 muſt go before con vic 


tion, and conviction before conſent. We cannot em- 
brace for truth, what we take to be a lye. All which 


will farther appear from the following verſes. 
Then certain of the wagabond Jews, exorci/ts, took upon 


them to call over them which had evil ſpirits, the name 


of the Lord Jeſus, ſayi ing, We adiure you. ” Jeſus, o hom 


a Faul preacheth, ver. 13. 


We may perceive 3 that the 0 had apes in 


their time; fellows Who ſet up for their ſucceſſors, be- 
fore they themſelves were dead. They were exorci/ts 
or cogjurors, io called, I preſume, from their pretend- 
ing to diſpoſſeſs haunted houſes, by the dint of ſpells 
and forms of words. They had now got a new form of 
wordt, and were going to work with them as faſt as 


they-could, boaſting, no doubt, great things of their 
own power. And indeed they took a politic method 
to reſemble the apoſtle, had they ſucceeded in it ; but 


they miſcarried miſerably, as will be ſhewn anon. 


But what ſhall we fay of ſome moderns, (more fhame- 


| leſs than theſe vagabond Jews). who will, right or 
wrong, be ſucceſſors to the apoſtles, without doing any 
ching that is apoſtolic, but what every reaſonable man 


may do as well? They ſhew no, figns but thoſe of grace- 
leflnefs and pride; and do no wendet, but in the luxury 
ef their lives. „ | 

And there auere ſeven ſons of one Scevaz a ans; and 
wbief of the priefts which did fo, v. 14. More mimickers 


of miracles! We ſee the trade was growing ſweet, but 
the ſauce proved ſour ; for the evil ſpirit anfevered and 
aid, Jeſus 7 know, and Paul I know ; but who are ge I 


An angry and contemptuous queſtion, but full of good 
K 
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ſenſe. But the worſt follows : And the nas in bens 1 
the evil ſpirit was, leapt upon them, and prevailed againſt 


"= fo that they fled out of that houſe naked and wounded. 


. OnBsegrve here, firſt, That we may eaſily learn 
| a power men have from God, by their power over 


the devil. When Paul gave the word of command, 
the devil did not ſtand fſhilly-ſhally, nor pretend to 
parly with one who was employed as the Lord's general 
againſt the power of darkneſs, but was forced to march 


bag and baggage; and glad, no TT that he could 


troop off in a whole ſkin. 
Bur it is quite otherwiſe, when interlopers 10 


Craft/men, in hopes to make a penny of Satan, pretend 


to drive him out of his quarters, though they come in 


the name of the Lord. The devil, in this caſe, ſets up 


the flag of defiance, and tells them they are ſcoundrels 


to their faces. V ho are ye? Well ſpoken, Satan! They 
were vagabonds, Jews, and pri:fis, and the devil cha- 


ſized them accordingly : They fled out of that houſe naked 
and wounded. The devil got the day, and remained 


| maſter of the field and the baggage : He prevailed againſt 


them. They forged -a commiſſion, and the Lord jeſus, | 


whoſe name they abuſed, would not ſtand by them. 
2. Let us here, 240%, my friends, think it no ſhame 


to learn a leſſon from the devil, and take no man's 
word, who pretends to command us in matters of faith, 
and ſpiritual obedience, though he come in the name 


of the Lord. Let us examine him firſt, and try our 


own ſtrength upon him. Mho are ye? A pat queſtion, | 


and a proper ! Let us, beloved; never loſe ſight of it, 
eſpecially when any man would controul our belief: 


Be not determined by outſide ſhape and colour. A long 
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gown may cover an exorci/,' but let us peep into his 
inſide, ſearch his life and principles; let us try whether 
* he is an apoſtle in his heart, and his actions; and if he be 
nt, let us deſpiſe him; yea, let us prevail againſt him. 
iis 3. OB5ERvE, 3d/y, What great and ſolemn rogueries 

| are carried on in the name of Chriſt and his apoſtles ; * 
even conjurers and formaliſts reap their harveſt, as it 
. Were, with the fickle of the goſpel. And if ſuch 
i bold cheats could be praftiſed as it were under 
1 this great apoſtle's noſe; what may not be done 
= now he is ſo far off? How many exorcifls, how 
F many ſons of Sceva, trow ye, have we at this time 
mM | among us, and in this enlightened Proteſtant coun- 
| j | ery? Great numbers, God wot! yea, great ſocieties. . 
Bel Every man, who, in the name of Chriſt or. Paul, claims 
| to himſelf gain or dominion, is a ſon of Sceva, and can 
1128 be no guard againſt the devil, who deſpiſes him. Judge 

7 ye now what ſwarms we have! 

4. OnsEpve from hence, 4:hly and laſtly, The true 
reaſon of the great wickedneſs which is in the world, 
namely, becauſe we maintain an army againſt the devil, 
of whom he ſtandeth not in awe. In the firſt ages he 
was driven out of every corner, and now he poſſeſſes 
every corner; for why ? they had RY * we have 
rhe ſons of Sceva. 
And many that believed came, and 5 Sed, and ſhewed 

their deeds, v. 18. that is, many who had been deluded 
and miſled by theſe reverend deceivers, were now un- 


deceived. 

And many. alſo of them which 1 curious arts, Brong hi 
#heir books together, and burnt them before all men; and 
they counted the price of ems, and found tu fift 5 thouſand 


zeces of fitver, v. 19. | 
4 : Hoy 


** 
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How fertile muſt the world then have been in 
mylterious and conjuring books? What ſyſtems of non- 
ſenſe and knavery muſt have been here! What gloſſes, 
commentaries, and riddles! For we may be ſure, my 
beloved, theſe were not books of uſeful knowledge and 
learning, or books that taught virtue and morality, 
 fince ſuch, without doubt, the apoſtle would have pre- 
ſerved : But they were juggling and conjuring books, 
ſuch as contained heathen traditions, with falſe mira- - 
cles, and falſe doctrines, and were probably full of 
- metaphyſical diſtinctions, and the controverſial divinity 
of thoſe days; ſuch as bundles of fooliſh fermons, pa- 
gan ſyſtems, articles of their faith, formularies, lying 
' myſteries, cabaliſtical nonſenſe, and the high charch 
pamphlets of that age; all . to the divine truths 
uttered by Paul. | f 

So mightily grew the word of God, and prevailed, 
v. 20. Take notice here, men and brethren, that the 
ready way to make the word of God grow and prevail, 
was to burn all the prieſts books. Oh, my beloved; 
that our eyes were alſo Ong What fuel ſhould we 
have for bonfires! | 

Nor HIN occurs remarkable between this and the 
23d verſe, which tells us, that 7he ſame time there aroſe 
zo ſmall flir about that way, And then follows the rea- 
ſon, v. 24, 25, 26, 27. Fer a certain man named De- 
metrius, .a filver/mith, ewhich made filver ſhrines for 


Diana, brought no ſmall gain unto the craftſmen, whom be 3 


called together, with the workmen of like occupation, and 
aid, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth : 
Moreover, ye Jee and hear, that not alone at Epheſus, But 
almef throughout all Alia, this Paul hath Penſua asd and 
1 | aun 


* 
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turned away much people, ſaying, That they be mo gear 
avhich are made with hands; ſo that not only this our 

craft is in danger 10. be ſet at nought ; ; but alſo that the 


temple of the great god: eſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and 
her magnificence Nould be deflroyed, whom all Aſia and 


ja the world worſhippeth. 

no A xoTaBLe ſpeech, and a fair confefion ! He RES 
| a ſhop for the Deity, and got a world of money by this 
4 godly trade; and rather than loſe it, he will oppofe 
mn . ENDS and maintain his craft againſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
hy | -Ters mechanical prieſt, and his brethren, retainers 
1 to Diana, had loſt many kind cuſtomers by Paul's 
1 preaching; their holy gear began to lie upon their 
=> hands; folks eyes were opened, and the cheat was dif 
1 cloſed: Upon which the Reverend Dr. Demetrius, and 
he the whole convocation of prieſts and craftſmen, reſolve 
* to accuſe the apoſtle as an enemy to the church, and an 


| . underminer of its rights and interefls. Sirs, ſays Mr. 
„ Prolocutor, ye know that by this craft we have our 
0 1 | abealtb. Now if this Paul goes on to perſuade peo- 
ba 6“ ple, as he does, that all our gain is built on deceit, 
i} and that our trade is of human inſtitution, our func- 
\F c“ tion will fall into contempt, and we into beggary.“ 
i ALL this was artfuliy addrefled to the intereſt and 
i avarice of his brother craftimen, who ſharing the bene- 
nit of the cheat, and living plentifully upon eccleſiaſtical 
* 5 revenues of the eftabliſhed church of Diana, had mo- 
* _ - tives ſufficient to engage them in the defence of the 
4 id church and cheat. 


Now he has a knack for catching the bigots, by 
telling them, what danger there was of the church; and 
. leſt the temple of the great goddeſi Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, 

| . | | „ 
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and bir magnificence be nn «whom all Aſia and the. 


«world worſhipped. . What pity it was, that ſo pure and 


primitive a church, and the moſt orthodox and: beſt 


_ conſtituted church in all _ ay Hon be. in ſuch irons 


—_— 
. OpBszrve 8 firſt, dearly palin „ falſe 


1 and godleſs infidels, theſe, prieſtly crew were. : 


If they believed, that their miſtreſs, the goddeſs, who 
had indeed the beſt accuſtomed church in all Aa, was 
as great as they pretended her to be, why did they mil- 
truſt her power to protect her own grandeur, and 


defend herſelf? Eſpecially againſt a ſingle man, whom 


they repreſented as an enemy to the gods and their 
church, and who was conſequently the more eaſy to be 


defeated or deſtroyed? But if they knew her unable to 


3 


defend her divinity, and ſupport her church, with . 


them, her prieſts, and tradeſmen ; then were they in 
reality cheats and unbelievers, though outwardly grave 
and zealous votaries, | | 

2. TaxE notice, in the 24 place, of the wide diffe- 


rence there is between theſe high prieſts church, and 4 5 


the Bible church! The prieſts church being a trading 
church, and money being her end, and grimace her 
ware, which were the ſource of their authority and re- 
verence; whatever enlightened the people, marred the 
market of the prieſts. By this craft we have our wealth : 


% While we can by bawling and lying put of our 


«« trumpery for religion, it will always ſell well; other- 
«© wiſe, it will not be worth a groat ; let us contend 


for our trumpery, and cry, The Church /** Accorde 
ingly we find the auditory in the next · verſe actually 
practiſing the advice given them by this high-church - 


B 3 | preacher, 
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preacher, and roaring for Diana of Epbefus ; or, which 
is the ſame thing, For the Church: By this craft we 


hade our wealth. - | 
Tus, my friends, was the ſpirit of the prieſts © 


church, ſo oppoſite to that of the Bb/e church; which 


being founded upon a rock, fears neither rain, nor 
forms, nor diſſenters, nor falſe brethren ; yea, ſhe is 
founded upon a rock, which rock is Chrift ; and who- 
ever truſts in him, and believes the ſcripture, cannot 
think his church in danger. Indeed, if his church is 

founded upon hoods, and caps, and cringes, and forms, 
and filthy lucre, he may well dread the judgment of 
God, and the reaſon of man; for they are both againſt 
him and his doabdy, and his church will totter as ſoon 


as ever Common ſenſe takes it by the collar. By fear- 


ing for the ſuperſtructure, he owns the foundation to 
be ſandy. By ibis craft we have our wealth. 

Tuzse cra/?/men keep a rout about the danger of - 
their church. Why, my brethren, it ought to be in 
danger, like a ſorry bundle of inventions and watt 
cracks, as it was. But for the pure, the primitive 
church of Chriſt, the gates ef hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it, Yea, the craft/men ſhall not prevail againſt 
it, who are the ſoreſt enemies which it ever had—17? 7s 
founded upon à rock. Paul does not once complain in 
all the New Teſtament, that bis church was in danger, 
nor does any other of the apoſtles or evangeliſts, Hea- 
wen and earth ſhall paſs away, but the word of the Lord 
abideth for ever. What ſay our crafi/men to this ? Ei- 
ther they know it not, or believe it not- Paul, when - 
ever he mentions dan gers or perzls, in his epiſtles, means 


perils te his own FIG: Nor did he, hy his own per- 


ſon, 


? * 
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ſon, ever in all his life, mean the church. But Paul 
had the ſpirit of God; he was no craftfman 

We, my beloved, who are Chriſtians, truſt to the 
veracity of God, that he will for ever defend the holy 
revelation that he has given us. Let us, on our part, 
treat it as becomes jts dignity and omnipotent author. 
Leet us not turn our religion into a play, nor diſhonour 
it with baubles, as the manner of the pþopiſh craftſinen 
is, who convert their churches into puppet-ſhews and 
muſic-meetings ; and then, when they are laughed at, 
cry they are in danger, Pretty fellows ! to raiſe our 
mirth whether we will or no, and then make us choak 
ourſelves to keep it in. Their craft is in danger to be 
fet at nougbt. They know its value, and quake left 
other people ſhould know it too. Oh the impudence 
of craft/men! how boldly- they mock God, and in _ 
name-pick pockets ! 

'3-LeT ns obſerve, 3d4ly, my brethren, that the 
| Chriſtian refigion, which prevailed againft all the 
powers of the world, cannot be in danger from all the 
powers of the world: And every church may be in 
danger but a Chriſtian church. Let us praiſe the Lord, 
my Chriſtian friends, that our church is ſaſe. 1 

PROCEED we now to the 28th verſe: And ao ben they 
beard theſe Sayings, they were full of wrath, and ane 

"= Saying, Great is Diana of the Epheſians. | | 
1. We may remark here, 1/, my friends, the violent 
_ of a hot ſermon, however abſurd and villainous, 
Here is Dr. Demetrius, whoſe craft was all his religion, 
lugs heaven into a diſpute about his trade; s _— 
the ſalvation of his hearers to the gain'y i | 


of his ſhrines'; yet this awakened no indigo in the | 
44 50 Ron 
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ſeduced and ill- judging auditory; but ſtrait they were 
Full of wrath, and cried out, ſaying, Great is Diana if 


the Epheſians : The Church ! the Church! 
2dly, We may remark that ignorance is the mo- 


ther of zeal. They avere full of wrath. For what? 


Why for Diana of Ephe/us. A god created by a ſtone- 
cutter; an inſenſible piece of rock, guarded by a band 
of prielts ; who, hard as it was, picked a fine livelihood 
out of it. But Paul had opened ſome mens eyes, and 
the loaves began to come in but ſlowly. This enraged | 
the cragſinen, and they enraged the people. The prieſts 
Joſt cuſtomers, and the people loſt their ſenſes. Such 


is the power of delufion over dark and flaviſh minds! 


Let but the prieſt point at a wind- mill, and cry the 
church is falling, his congregation will venture their 
brains to ſtop the ſails. What a rare army does zeal 
raiſe, when religion and reaſon do not ſpoil the muſter, 


4 


Tux next is the 291k verſe; And the whole city WAS. 


filled with confuſſon; and having caught Gaius and Art- 


ſtarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, 
they ruſhed with one accord into the theatre. | 

And the awhole city wwas filled with confuſion, Who 
doubts it, when Church was the cry, and the Prie/?s 


| had begun it? Give them but their way, and allow 


them but to aſſert their own claims, they will quickly 
turn all things, human and divine, topſy-turvy. Here 


is a whole city thrown into confuſion, purely becauſe 
a branch of the prieſtiy trade, infamous, forged, and 


irreligious, Was like to fall before the word of God 


reached by Paul. 
j | | ft, 


The CRAFTSMEN, 21 

1%, Tais ſhews, firs, that there is nothing ſo lying, 
and ſo vile, that they will not juſtify, They knew that 
their church was a creature of their own compoling z 
that the worſhip performed in it was burleſque worthi Pe 
contrived by themſelves, and paid to a ſenſeleſs image; 
and they knew, that the whole was an impudent delu- 
ſion, framed by human invention. And yet, you ſee, 
my beloved, how they raiſe heaven and earth in de- 
fence of their forgeries and ſuperſtitions. Not a tittle 
will they part with, not a ſhrine, not a ceremony. No, 
rather than this, they publiſh lies, they deceive the 
people, they decry ſaber piety, they raiſe a ſedition, 
and confound all things. By this craft we bave our 
evealth. _ 

2. BEHOrp here, 2d, the different behaviour of 
truth and falſehood ! or, in other words, of Paul and 
the craft/men/ When men contend for truth, they do 
it calmly, becauſe they are ſure, that it will ſupport it- 
ſelf. But error, conſciaus of its weak foundation, flies 
inſtantly, for ſupport, to rage and oppreflion. Paul 
reaſons peaceably and powerfully ; Demetrius deceives, 
ſcolds, and raiſes a mob. But I defy the. crafiſmen to 
ſhew me one mob of Paul's railing in all the New 
Teſtament, | 
- Tus apoſtle wanted no mob; he neither blended 
politics nor gain with his doctrine ; he had no factious 
deſigns ; he meddled not with human affairs; he taught 
peace, and he practiſed it; he had no grimace to ſup- 
port ; no mock reverence to acquire or defend; he ab- 
horred pious fraud, and expoſed it; he ſhewed the pea» 
ple the manifeſt truths of the- goſpel, and of reaſon, 
and that Ss opened their eyes to ſee the impious 
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deluſions and bold impoſitions, of the reigning prieſts; 
and hence began the rage of Dr. Demetrius and his 

mob. WA. LS e SPNOE- 
3. From this you may learn, 3dly, my friends, that 
one man, with truth on his fide, is enough to frighten | 


a whole army, yea, a whole hierarchy of craftſmen, 
and to defeat them, if he has but a fair hearing, You 


fee alſo the graceleſs methods that red-hot high prieſts 
take, to confute ſuch a man: Firſt, they dreſs him up 
as an atheiſt, and an enemy to the church, and then 
ſet the mob upon him; for the law was not againſt 
Paul, as we ſhall ſee preſently, and yet they meant to 
deſtroy Paul againſt law. An implacable tribe! No 
power can ſatisfy them, that has either mercy in it, or 
bounds to it : Craft is their calling, and lies, and vio- 
lence, the tools of their trade. | 
On, my Chriſtian friends! what wolves are men, 
yea, what wolves are priefts, when they have hardened 
themſelves againft the grace of God? Without meek- 
neſs and' peace there can be no ſuch thing as the fear 
of the Lord: Witneſs Dr. Demetrius, and thoſe that 
are like him. Let us pray for their amendment, that 


it would pleaſe the Lord to take ROO their OO 


mind, 

And having caught Gaius 4 n men of | 
Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they raſhes 
with one accord into the theatre. 

Galus and ARISsTARCHus, Diſſenters, to be Gon | 
and non- conformiſt preachers! Men ef Macedonia; 
foreigners too, ever the averſion of high- church! Paul's 
companions in travel, How! bare companions? Me- 


thinks that is RY familiar, unleſs perhaps they 
were 


— 
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'8 were lords archbiſhops of ſome country, where they 
did not reſide. But Paul, you ſee, had no ſpiritual - 
pride, nor received! his fellow-chriſtians upon the knee, 
as ſome who pretend to, be his ſucceſſors. at Rome, ans 
elſewhere, do in our days. 1 

THEY ruſbed with one accord into the tha” A 5 
they had got their prey, a brace of acncons, and carried 
them into the play-houſe to bait them. What hooping 
and hallooing, I warrant ye, about the two godly _ 
Chrittians-! How, many fanatics, think ye, they were 
called, and diſturbers of the peace of Diana's high- 
church? Doubtleſs they were charged with writing 
books and papers againſt Diana's clergy, and the eſta- 
bliſhed gew-gaws ; and perhaps Paul was ſuſpeaed for 
having a hand in them, and ſome of his epiltles were 
produced to make good the charge. Well! here they 
are, the prieſts their accuſers, the mob their judges, 
and truth their crime! Men and wickedneſs are {till the 
ſame; we have ſeen the like in our times. 

And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, 
the diſciples ſuffered him not, v. 30. Here is, on.one 
hand, the boldneſs of a man, who has God for his 
guide ; and on the other, the prudence of men, who | 
knew the mercy of prieſts and mobs, Aud therefore 
certain of the chief of Aſia, which were his friends, ſent 
unto him, defiring him that he rel not adventure bimſelf 
znlo the theatre, V, 31. . | 

Tre 32d verſe is pregnant with inſtruction: 5 2 
therefore cried on? thing, and ſome another; 3 for the aſſem- 
bly was confuſed, aud the more part knew not —_ 
they wwere come togetvers 8 8 
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24 
Seme eried one thing and ſome another, The true ge- 
nius of a rabble, led by their prieſts and their paſſions, 


- againſt peace and againſt religion! They are for the 


ehurch, Diana's church, it is true; and ſhew it by rage 
and noiſe: But they are under no rules, except the ge- 
neral one taught them by the cra/?/men, namely, to be 
fierce for the church againft the apoſtle; for the reſt, 


every man is his own maſter, and ny man will be 


heard firſt, 

A RARE bias of our preſent mob, headed by one 
of themſelves in a gown ; I mean, our modern Demetrius. 
J think the man is no great craf?/man ; but he has got 


Diana in his head, and he himſelf is in the head of the 
rabble: But, as to the point of underſtanding, we may 


throw him and his rabble together into one ſhort prayer, 
and cry with our bleſſed Lord, when the Fea prieſts 


were putting him to death, for bearing witneſs againſt 
their carnal inventions, their hypocriſy, and their 


eruelty ; Father, * them ; for they know not what 


bey dos 


The afſembly Was redfufod. There was no order, no 


reaſon; no moderation among them. The very type of 
our high-church mob again; And the more part knew 


not wherefore they were come together : that is, though, 
as I ſaid before, they came determined to do miſchief, 


yet they were at a loſs what ſpecies of it to go about, 


till their general, the prieſt, gave them the word. Oh, 


my beloved, let us lament the horrible ſtate of thoſe 


poor unregenerate ſouls, whoſe paſtors feed them with 
poiſon inftead of the food of life, and teach them rage 


inſtead of religion. Take warning, firs, I ſay unto. 
- | | you! 


h Enx9+ ena 


you, take warning; beware of Diana, and her eraft/- | 
auen; and cleave to your Bibles, as you love your ſouls.” | 
And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the 
Jews (the believing Fews) putting him forward. Aud 
Alexander beckoned with his hand, and would habe made 
his defence unto the people. But when they. knew, that he 
Yo was a Jew, (that is, a believing Few) all with one 
5 voice, about the ſpace of two' hours, cried out, "GIS n 
Diana of the Epheſians! v. 33, 34. 
Was there ever ſuch a couple of twin-caſes as ane ö 
and ours! Verily, our high-church bigots and raga- 


i muffins are the undoubted deſcendants of Diana's tries + 
5 at Epbęſus ſixteen hundred years ago. Nor is the breed 


|; one whit-mended ; they are ſtill the black-guard of the - { 
1 craftſmen, blind, outrageous, and loud. - © N 
ö We. too, my brethren, would, like the good Alexan- 
: dier in my text, make our defence unto the people; and 
3 they will not hear us. Pray mark the different manner 
1 of our diſputing from theirs, and the contrary arguments ; 
we uſe; we appeal to the Bible; they ery the Church #: 


) and anſwer the word of the Lane: with a brickbat Sha 

F I herrible! 1 Rats 
1 — Great is Diana of * „ Ephefians | High-church for.: _, 
5 ever! and it is likely they ſwore to it. This was the 

, WH cy for te [pace of two hours, Poor ſouls l it was all 
chat they could ſay, and all that their priefts had taught 


; them to ſay, Great is Diana of the Epheſians! Was ever + 

>. "0 church more pithily defended ! Certainly the craft/men” - 
of our days have learned their logic from their Epheffan _ 
225 predeceſſors. Great is Diana of the Epheſians; I have _ 
) heard a ſermon a full hour long upon the ſame Ire 3 
_ 1 not more ſaid, vor better. 


— 
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You have already, my 1 kent two 898 
one from the craft/men, and the other from the mob. 
"Ds. Demetrius, being in the chair, tells his brethren of 

the trade, that by rhrs craft (obſerve, by this craft!) 
they had their wealth, This is the firſt part of his ſer- 
mon; and in troth, he puts the beſt leg foremoſt, and 
uſes his ſtrongeſt argument firſt: He fairly puts the 
ſtreſs of his faith upon the ready rhino, and in the verx 
dawn of his diſcourſe, ſhews himſelf to be orthodox. 1 
dare ſay, the whole convocation was convinced He 
has, however, a rare gudgeon behind for the mob; 
and what ſhould that be, trow ye, but a charge of 
Hereſy againſt Paul? The apoſtle had the aſſurance to + 
publiſh, forſooth, that hey be no gods which are made 
«with hands : Terrible atheiſm againſt the eſtabliſhed - 
divinity! and you ſee what a bitter ſpirit it raiſed. 
Tuts, my friends, was the prieſt's ſpeech or ſermon : 
Now hear the mob's ſpeech once more; for it is a 
rarity ; as we ſay in Berifoire.' Why they cried out till 
their throats were jaded, Great 7s Diana of the Ephe- 
ſians ; and lugged a couple of painful diſſenting miniſters 
into the bear- garden, where I am ſorry we muſt leave 
them to the mercy of high- church men. 

Now, my Chriſtian friends, you ſhall. hear a wing > 

| Tpeech, which by its honeſty, moderation, and good 
ſenſe, will refreſh: you after all the knavery and impu- 
dence in the cra/t/men, and all this ſottiſhneſs and fury 1 
in the people. | 

And when the tawn-clerk had an the people, be 
ſaid, Ye men of Epheſus, what man is there, that know- 

eth not hiw that the city of the Epheſians is a worſpipper + 
f the great godde % Diana, and of the . which fil! 


down 
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| 40 * Jupiter ? Seeing then that theſe things cannot 
be ſpoken againſt, ye ought 40 be quiet, and do nothing 
raſhly : For ye have brought hither theſe men, avbich are 
 meither robbers of churches, nor yer blaſpbemers your 

| goddefe. Wherefore, if Demetrius and the craftſmen 
awhich are with him, have a matter againſt am man, the 
law is open, and there are deputies : Let them ce one 
another, v. 35, 36, 37» 38. 

Tuts is the ſpeech of a layman, and nd a e 
Think ye not, my friends, that he was We 
man? I wot he was. 

Seeing then that theſe things cannet. be fue e 
Right, Mr. Town- Clerk! their dowdy image was 
eſtabliſhed by law ; and if it had been a broom-ſtick, 
it would have had the prieſt on its fide, mult, have been. 
worſki pped: Where the carca/e i is, there auill the ravens 
br gathered lahr. 3 

Te ought to be quiet, and to Ao bis raſbly.. 80 Fl 
would, if the prieſts had let them alone. But the 

craft/men had goaded their ſides. with the cry of _ | 
church, till the poor reprobates were ſtark mad. 

What man is there, that knoweth not &c. Why; every 
body knew, that Madam Dzaza's palace at Epheſus had 
more ſuperſtition and Peter pence paid to it, and con- 
ſequently had a greater ſwarm of chaplains, than aly 
the divinity-ſhops in Alia beſides. She had men and 
money of her fide. What! could not all this ſecure 
her? No; her bully- boys were afraid of ae 

and two or three diſſenting teachers, his ſervants. 

And the image which fell deaun from Jupiter. Fell 
down from Jupiter] what great liars ſome: priefts are, 
my beloved ! They will needs fetch. all. their fables, 

h C2 and 
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and filthy ware, out of heaven itſelf x and yet who has 


- leſs antereſt there? Their very ballads and raree-ſhews 
are fathered upon e e Oh ſirs, the brazen 


tront of ſome men! The town-clerk here conforms 
| himſelf to their manner of ſpeaking : But, a 7 
word for i it, the man knew better. 


The image which fell down from Jupiter. As — 
Juſt now ſaying, all the prieſts lumber comes from God; ; 


and yet they are ſcared out of their wits, leſt men 


: ſhould take it from them; as if God could not defend 


| his own gifts and inſtitutions. This prepoſterous con- 
duct bewrays them. Either they believe not in God; 
er know that they belie him: Both caſes, my brethren, 
are very common. i boſor ver feareth the K "ON 
wot fear what man can do unto him. 0 
Ma. Town Clerk proceeds: For ye have 8 
Either theſe men, which are neither robbers of chutches, 
"wor yet bla/phemers of your goddeſs. ©. Sa 
Welk urged, If the men are innocent, why do ye 
* abufe them? if they preach falſe doctrine, why do 


| % ye not confute them? If they come not to yoar 


“ eftabliſhed church, why do ye not convince them, 


% that they ought to come? Or, becauſe ye cannot an- 


. «* {wer them, do ye therefore mob them? It is plain, 
% that the honeſt men have neither ſtolen any of your 
% madam's conſecrated trinkets, nor called her whore.“ 
- 1 Wherefore, if Demetrius, and the eraftſmen which are 
. with him, have a matter againſt any man, the law is open _ 
and there are depulits Let them implead one another. 
BETTER ftill! This is reaſoning now; a practice 
which the crafimen do not care for; the arm of fleſh is 


No, bell argument, and at "that too they are generally 
c 5 laid 
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laid i in the dirt dirt. Gentlemen, (ays the tan: clerk) 
ec it is evident, that ye diſtruſt your ene; by not 
truſting the merits of it to the law.. All external 
advantages are for you; ye haye moſt friends, and 

9 PoE; money; and let me tell you too, gentlemen, 
«« ye have moſt. aſſurance ; elſe L. ſhould. never have 
SE: Ak you here bawling for your c church, and break- 
«« ing the law, and, to your eternal ſcandal, 7 2M 
Fe with your 1 numbers a few harmleſs men, whoſe only 
arms lie in the i innocence. of their. lives, and in ibe 
cc force of what they fay. If you:? are 0 at 
theſe weapons, have the honeſty t to Own it, or for 


— * * 4 


„ ſhame be filet. If gheſe wen, gentlemen, ops 
«« againſt the law, why puniſh ye them not by the 
law? But if ye have no law aaink heme ngither 
* have they any tranſgreſſion. ? 

Wnar apſwer, trow ye, did the n br 
calyes, the multitude, make to this; Why, verily. 
| ſuch an anſwer, Lgueſs, as they ; are wont to make to 
us eyery day: I fu ppoſe they « damned Wee a Vlg. 

and ſo got drunk, and went home. 

| On, m my friends, the deplorable. condition of men 
that are out of Chriſt Apd ſuch are they who take 
their religion from the craftſmen. The worſhippers pf 
Diana would have been. as outrageous for one of her 
; beagles, had the craftjmen told. them, that the beagle 

came down. from Jupiter. My brethren, | let us cleaye- - 
to our Bibles ; yea, f lay unto Jou, let us l 
Bibles. 

III. I coms now. to my third and laſt Seen head, 
namely, to end my diſcourſe with a. ſhort, word. © of. ap- 
Plication ; having, as e. ee 
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and made ſeveral obſervations which would elſe have 
ariſen partly here; e 

"Tat great "inference 7 alf wake! is, that craft men, 
or high-church men, are at odds with conſcience and 
truth, and afraid of them. And indeed, to do them 
f Juſtice, thouph, in relation to God and religion, there 
is no believing what” they ſay; yet, whenever they 
reaſon from their own intereſts, they reaſon well: By 
"this craf? coe Bae our wealth. As to their flouriſh. 
about D7 ana, and her bigh- church, it has not, in point 
of argument, common ſenſe i in i. AI they aſſert is, 
that all Afec a worſhipped her; as if, becauſe Diana was 
then uppermoſt, therefore Jeſus Chriſt ought to have- 
been kept undermoſt. They could not ſtand Paul's 
logie; he appealed to facts, he appealed to reaſon, he 
appealed to conſcience. 

Thy therefore (that is; Dianas bich: -pric/ts, or the: 
odeſſeers of her Fopperies,” and fugerers of her gain) 
"Form & defi; ign to opprefs 4 man whom they could not 
nſwer. There was no bearivg it, that men ſhould be 
conducted in their religion, by inward conviction, and 
"the grace of God, and not by them, who Had no ad- 
vantage from W for the fupport of their impoſi 
tions. To 

{RY if all extetnal trumpery and grimace in re- 
"Vglon were certainly ridiculous-and vain, as the Chriſ-- 
tian 5 certainly teaches ; if poſtures, cringes, 
"*Airtties; muſic,” and the like bodily devotion, were ſo 
Far | from hg any thing, that they were a certain 
and pernicious contradiction to the ſimple inftitution. 
of Jeſus,” whoſe will was fulfilled by believing in him, 
"and living well; then were khe erafh men like to be but 
nds Q: little 
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little reverenced, and to have but little cuſtom for their 
' fhrines, and their ſmall wares. A prieſt dreſſed up in 
an antic coat, and making moutlis before a dead image, 
would make a merry figure before the people, inſtead 


of an awful one, as formerly; and in the midſt of all 
their holy hubbub and ſolemnity, a Chriſtian need but 


aſk them one ſhort queſtion, Who required theſe things 


at your hand? and they were confounded. ” 
War do they do therefore in this caſe ? Do they 


defend the church-gear by reaſon, or by reaſon con- 


fute Paul? No: Paul aſſerted, that hey be no gods aobich 


| are made with hands ; - the [moſt ſelf. evident truth that 


ever was aſſerted by any man. They cannot anſwer 
it; nor yet will they own themſelves in the wrong; but 
they will puniſh the apoſtle for being in the right. 

Well, in order to do this, do they go to law with him? 
Not that neither: Paul and his companions had offend- 


ed no law: They were peaceable men, they were loyal. 


ſubjects, and good livers: They were contenders for 
virtue and piety ; and they had not uttered a ſyllable 
againſt D/ang's idol, but what reſulted from the eternal 
truths which they delivered. 1 1 ek 
Wuar courſe then do the craftſmen take with them? 
Why, a very extraordinary one in itſelf, but very com- 
mon with them; even tlie courſe of unprecedented 
power and oppreſſion. They were chargeable with no 
legal crime: All their offence was, that they enraged 
the craſtſnen, by opening the goſpel day-light upon 
the dark minds of the mifled multitude. They there- 
fore ſhew their rage, and have the innocent men ſeized, 
and deprived of their liberty, without the ſhadow' of 


any legal proceſs againſt them, Nay, it does not ap- 
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pear, that "Oe had yet found a name for the crime 
that they alledged ; but the men were confined at 
random, and probably 2x7 to great charges. | | 
_ Fats ſhews their ſpirit ; and that prieſtly rage will | 
p be gratified over the belly of truth, of i innocence, of 
humanity, of law, and of religion itſelf, It cannot 
| brook the leaſt good office done to human kind; all its 
abſurdities are ſacred; and yet nothin g is Gacred enough 
to mollify or reſtrain it, ever unforgiving, ever gnaſhing 
its teeth. Truth will perpetually be its foe, and there- 
fore it will perpetually be in a flame. 
An this ſhews tog the amiableneſs"of an oppoſite 
ſpirit ; I mean, the amiable ſpirit of the goſpel. Wheze 
did ever our bleſſed Saviour, who held all power in 
heaven and earth, and could command legions of an- 
gels; where, or when did he, in the midit of dangers, 
oppoſition, and abuſes, ever oppreſs or puniſh even 
his unbelieving and implacable enemies ? Where did 
eyer Paul, who had the power and aſſiſtance of che 
Holy Ghoſt, and who had the power and aſſiſtance of 
miracles ; where and when did ever he ſhew any re- 
ſentment to his bittereſt foes among the Jegus, or his 
moſt idolatrous gainſayers among the Gentiles? 
Ax p what account is to be given for this diametrical 
oppoſition between theſe two ſpirits ; I mean, the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, and the ſpirit of high prieſts ? Why, 
none but this, that Chriſt and his apoſtles ſought no 
empire but over wickedneſs and error, by the fole 
means of grace, gentleneſs, and perſuaſion ; ; and they 
who have oppoſite ends to ſerve, muſt bring, them about 
by deluſion, violence, and force. This, I will main- 


tain, js a certain criterigp to mark out truth and falſe» | 
Fo © © hood 
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hood, and true and falſe teachers: And I defy all the 
prieſts upon earth to ſhew, that the internal religion of 
Jeſus wants, for its ſtay, or its advancement, the exter- 
nal influence of worldly power. It was always pureſt, 
and flouriſhed moſt when all human power was againſt 


it. Slaves and hypocrites may be made by it; but 


religion rejoices in liberty and ſincerity. 
WHEN men are angry in defence of their opinions, 


and oppreſs for their ſake ; let them not belye Chriſt, 
and ſay, it is for him: But let their paſfrons be made 


to anſwer for what nothing but their paſſions can pro- 
duce. Why muſt ambition, avarice, and revenge, be 
fathered upon religion, which abhors them all? Why 


muſt bitterneſs and cruelty be laid at the door of the 


father of mercies? Pudet hec approbria nobis, c. 


Wes cannot bear ſuch violence offered to our reaſon, 


and our language, as any longer to hear things called 
by wrong and unnatural names; or to ſee barbarous 


and impious actions varniſhed over with holy colours, 


and godly pretences. It gets the better of our pa- 
rience, and is an affront to our religion. We eannot 
- find Chriſt in the actions of Belial; nor can we ſee the 
holy man in the oppreſſor. They that would reſemble 
Jeſs Chriſt, muſt do as he did, and not do what he 
never did; and they who will in any caſe follow the 


religious meaſures taken here by the idolaters of Diana, 
in the caſe of Paul, muſt forego their title to Chriſ- 


tianity, and argue as theſe idolaters did, By this craft 
abe have our wealth: And then the religion of the New 
Teſtament will not be profaned in their quarrel. | 


Bur why ſeize Paul, or any body that belonged to 


him? Is one man ſuch a terror to many, that he muſt 
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be puniſhed before it appears that he deſerved any 
puniſhment at all, and before he is heard ? Or is it dan- 
gerous to hear him ? And are they afraid of his defence 

in a legal trial, as much as of his W and of his 
reaſoning? 

Ir is plain, that downright ana that is, power 
without law, was the whole ſcope of their proceedings, 
and revenge their only motive. It is plain, that Paul 
was not running away: His whole buſineſs was to 
. Publiſh truth; he was at Ephe/zs on purpoſe ; he did it 
every day; he preached in public; he taught in their 
ſynagogues, he diſputed in their ſchools. And he did 
all this ſo publicly and ſo effectually, that the arab- 
cratſnan charges him with having perſuaded and turned 
away much prople, Ay, that griped; his reaſoning 
prevailed, and the craft was in danger. | 

Let us now, my beloved, mark the very different 
ſituation of Paul and his adverſaries ; they were in poſe 
ſeſſion of an eſtabliſlied church, and all its revenues, 
and of the ſuperttition of the people, who run mad for 
the church at the pleaſure of the prieſt, The law, no 
doubt, was partial to them, being made by men of 
. their own religion; and the judges and magiſtrates 

. were all of the ſame, The people were of opinion, 
that their church was of divine inſtitution, and that 
heaven was on their fide. The philoſophers, and all 
they who governed their ſchools, and had the educa- 
tion of youth, were of that church, being every one 
| heathens, except perhaps a few, who judged for them- 
ſelves, and could diſtinguifſi natural religion, inſtituted | 
by God, from the abſurd medley of rituals, invented 


by the prieſts. The Chriſtian religion was as yet but 
- 2 | in 


Fig ; 
in its infancy. In wort, the craft/men governed. all 
things; earth was in their poſſeſſion, and * TINO + 

pretended was their champion. 


Here are ſecurities and dad; enk to put 
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truth out of countenance, had truth been amongſt 


them. In reality, ſhe wants not ſo many : But falſhood 
can never have enough. The craft/ue knew this, 
and ſhewed that they did ſo, by their 3 be- 5 
haviour. | 

Lr us now view Paul, and ſee what terrible arms 
he bears, that are ſo frightful to the craft/men ; he was 
a ſtranger, he was a diſſenter; he had no equipage to 
dazzle peoples eyes; no pompous garments to win 


their reverence, nor wealth to bribe their affeQions ;_ * 


he ſought no popularity, by indulging men in their 
| vices, or encouraging them in their errors. In ſhort, 
all the numerous advantages of his adverſaries, the 
prieſts, were ſo many obſtacles and diſadvantages to 
him, the apoſtle. To conclude, he had only truth on 
his fide ; which rendered him an over- match for all the 
prieſts then in the world. All the privilege, all the 
advantage, which he deſired, was a fair hearing. This, 
it ſeems, he had obtained of the town; and it had its 
effect. Here was his crime, and here began the prieſtly 
fury, the fierceſt, and moſt brutiſh of all others. 
| SHaMELEss men! Was it not enough, that reaſon 
and religion were both againſt you; and that you 
would neither be proſelytes to them yourſelves, nor 
ſuffer, with your wills, that others ſhould ; but muſt 
you likewiſe be proclaiming their invincible power, 
and your own imbecillity and nakedneſs, by virulently 
uſing 


What impudence ! Whagfolly ! F: HE ET 26D 1? 2 * 
FF WAT! you that boaft-your conformity to the law, 4 
# : and your eſtabhſhment; by che law! you that were the 
pPioſſeſſors of all ſcholarſhip !, that were proprietors of 
io | tie mtr and ſciences," and of the great endowments: | 
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ki given for their ſopport! you that inſtruct the young , 


and the old, and controuled the conſciences of both 

wy you that were the ſacred adminiftrators of religion 9 4 
1 5 vou that ſhut and opened heaven and hell! youdsthat 1 
wt were the privy- counſellors of the gods! In the name q 
WE of amazement , what could | undermine you; are 
f could annoy you? Or, if you are not hurt yourſelves, » | 2 
43 why do you oppreſs others? By this method you do 8 4 
but ſhew your cloven feet: Jeſus ave #now, and Paul 
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